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many particulars much outdone by thofe of other Creatures, and when 
at beft,tobefar fiwt of the perfection they feern capable of: And theft 
infirmities of the Senfes arife from a double caufe, either from the dis- 
proportion of the Objeft to the Organ thereby aninfinite number cf 
things can never enter into them, or elfe from error in the Perception, 
that many things , which come within their reach , are not received in a 
right manner. 

The like frailties are to be found in the Memory ; we often let many 
things flip away from us, which deferve to be retain'd', and of thofe 
which we treafure up, a great part is either frivolous or falfe ; and if 
good, and fubjiantial, either in trad of time obliterated, or at be.fi fo 
overwhelmed and buried under mor e frothy notions , that when there id 
need of them, they are in vain fought for. 

The two main foundations being fo deceivable, it is no wonder , that 
all the fucceeding works which we build upon them,of arguing, conclu- 
ding,defining,judging, and all the other degrees of Reafon, are lyable to 
the fame imperfeftion, being, at befi, either vain, or uncertain : So that 
the errors of the underftanding are anfwerable to the two other, being 
defefiive both in the quantity and goodnefs of its knowledge ; for the li- 
mits, to which our thoughts are conji nd, are fmall in reffed of the vafi 
extent cf Nature it felf ; fome parts of it are too [\rgtto be comprehen- 
ded, and fome too little to beperceived. And from thence it rnufifol- 
low,that not having a full fenfation of the Objett, we mufl be very lame 
and imperfed in our conceptions about it , and in all thepropofitions 
which we build upon it ; hence, we often take the fhadow of things for 
the fubftance, frnall appearances for good fimilitudes, fimilitudes 
for definitions; and even many cf thofe, which we thinly to be the moji 
folid definitions, are rather expreffions of our own mifguided apprehen- 
fions then of the true nature of the things thernfelves. 

The effeds ofthefe imperfedions are manifefledin different ways,ac- 
cording to the temper and diffofition of the fever al minds of men, fome 
they incline.to grofs ignorance and flupidity, and others to a pre- 
fumptuous impofing on other mens Opinions, and a confident dog- 
matizing on matters, whereof there is no affur ance to be given. 

Thus 
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Thus all the uncertainty, and mifiakes of humane adions, proceed 
either from the narrownefs and wandring of our Senfes, from theflippe- 
rinefi or delufion of our Memory, from the confinement or rafbnefi of 
our Underftanding, fo that ’tis no wonder, that our power over natu- 
ral caufes andeffeds is fo flowl) improvd, feeing we are not only to 
contend with the obfcunty and difficulty of the things whereon we work, 
and think, fiut even the forces of our own minds confidre to betray us. 

Thefe being the dangers in the procefl of humane Reafon, the remedies 
cf them all can only proceed from the real, the mechanical, the ex- 
perimental Philofcphy, which has this advantage over the Philofophy of 
difcourfe and deputation, tA# whereas that chiefly aims at the fubtilty 
of its Dcdudions and Conclufions , without much regard to the firfi 
ground-work, which ought to be well laid on theSenfe and Memory ; 
fo this intends the right ordering of them alfiand the making them fer - 
viceable to each other. 

The firfi thing to be undertaken in this weighty work, is a watch- 
fulnefs over the failings and an inlargement of the dominion, of 
the Senfes. 

To which end it is requifite, firfi. That there flmidbe a fcrupu- 
lous choice,and a drift examination , of the reality, confiancy, and 
certainty of the Particulars that we admiujhk is the firfi rife where- 
on truth is to begin, and here the mofi fevere, andmofi impartial dili- 
gence, mufi be imployed ; the fioring up of all, without any regard to 
evidence or ufe, will only tend to darhncfs and confufion. We mufi 
not therefore efieem the riches of out Phihfophical treafure by the num- 
ber only, but chiefly by the weight;*^ mofi vulgar Infiances are not to 
be negleliedfiut above all, the mofi inftruftive are to be entertain'd ■ 
thefootfieps of. Nature are to be trac’d > only in her ordinary courfe 
but when fhe feems to be put to her fhifts,to make many doublings and 

dfcovery’’ ^ fi^ekind of art in indeavouring to avoid our 
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